
On August 1, 1858, the first Roman Catholic Church built in Rockland was dedkated by The Mo t 
Reverend Bishop Bacon and was named St. David ' . It was located on the corner of Park Street and Broadway. 
Cost of construction was $5,000.00, which was considered a lot of money 142 years ago. Before St. David 's 
came into existence, Catholics were obliged to go by wagon teams or to walk to Thomaston to attend Mass, 
which was said only occasionally by priests from other places. Masses were held in the Town House in 
Thomaston, near the old cemetery, as Rockland was then a mi ion. Father Andrew Barron (1857 - 1866), the 
first pastor, remained until his death in 1866. Shortly after the dedication, a new diocese was formed with 
headquarters in Portland. Formerly Catholics of this area were under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Boston. 
Over the next 30 years the parish grew and served the needs of all the CathoJjcs living in the Mid-coast and 
surrounding area. 

Father Barron died in Rockland and wa ucceeded in turn for a short period by Father Michael 
O'Brien, who was later transferred to Bangor. Then came a new pastor, Father Louis A. L'Hiver (1868 - 1872). 
Upon completing his assignment in Rockland he was sent out we t where he died. Father Edward McSweeney 
(1872 - 1874) replaced Father L'Hiver and was later transferred to Bangor. Next came Father James Peterson 
(1874 - 1888). He retired due to age and ill health and returned to his native Dublin, Ireland. 

Rev. Richard W. Pheland (1888 - 1906) became the new pastor. He was here 
only a short time when fire completely destroyed St. David ' early on the morning of 
March 7, 1889. Father lost no time in an effort to erect a new church. In May 1889 the 
foundation was laid and the new church completed in Augu t of the same year was 
renamed St. Bernard's, as that was the feast day of the saint on the day of dedication. 
It was a beautiful white church with tower and spire and much larger than the old St. 
David 's. It was said to have cost some $15,000.00. St. Bernard s was dedicated on 
August 20, 1889 by The Most Rev. James Augustus Healy, Bishop of Portland, and 
continued to serve the community for some 86 years. 

• 

St. James' Mission Church in Thoma ton was construction in 1915 to help 
accommodate the expanding growth of parishioners in the area. The Sisters of the 
Atonement Convent was also established, and a number of structural changes were 
made. With each new pastor came a number of changes at St. Bernard 's ... which 
helps one appreciate its blossoming forth. 

Father Phelan was succeeded by Rev. Father James A. Flynn (1907 - 1939) who remained pastor for 
32 years - until his death in 1940. Father Flynn wa re ponsible for all the new alterations and expansion 
taking place near the altar and sacristy and new rooms being added near the church exit. Father also 
estabJjshed The Holy Name Society, which had a large membership. The next pastor, Rev. James F. Savage 
(1940 - 1948), came to Rockland from Belfa t, Maine. 

Father Savage also made many improvements at the Park Street St. Bernard 's, which included the 
complete redecoration of the interior of the church. He wa also instrumental in establishing a convent there 
and for the coming of the Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement to Rockland. In 1948 Father Savage wa 
transferred to Lewiston where be was made a Monsignor. 

Rev. Charles F. Bennett (1948 -1958) replaced Father Savage. One of Father Bennett s first projects 
after his arrival was to reactivate our Limerock Council No. 136 of the Knights of Columbus, which had been 
inactive for ten years. Because of failing health, Father Bennett asked to be relieved of some of the duties as 
Pastor and, in 1950, Bishop McCarthy appointed Rev. Father George W. Goudreau as Administrator of the 
parish. 
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During his administration of St. Bernard 's on Park Street, Father Goudreau endeared himself to the 
hearts of all in the parish, including countless numbers of our Protestant friends for his untiring efforts. It was 
under Father Goudreau 's direction that the beautiful shrine of Our Lady of Fatima was erected on the church 
lawn (years later to be moved to its present site behind the rectory on the hill at 150 Broadway). At that time 
the church and rectory were completely renovated, as well as the St. James ' Church in Thomaston and Our 
Lady of Good Hope Church in Camden. However, it will be for the spiritual development of the Parish of St. 
Bernard's that Father George Goudreau will be long remembered. 

Father Bennett died suddenly on October 16, 1958, and Father George Goudreau remained 
Administrator until February 1959, when he was appointed to duties at the Cathedral in Portland. Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. H. Boltz (1959) filled in until Rev. David P. Surette (1959 - 1965) was appointed new pastor. He came 
from The Holy Family in Greenville, where he had been Pastor for 12 years. Although in Rockland for a short 
time, Father Surette demonstrated that he was of the same caliber as the other pastors who had preceded him. 

Rev. Father Leopold Nicknair came here on June 14, 1958, as curate under Father Surette. He was 
appointed Chaplain of Limerock Council No. 136 of our Knights of Columbus, to succeed Father George 
Goudreau. 

From (1966 -1974) Rev. William J. Nelligan became Pastor. During his tenure plans were formulated 
for a new church and parish hall to be built at the present site at 150 Broadway. Our present parish hall was 
built prior to the construction of the new church. 

In 1973, because of the illness of Father Nelligan, Rev. Leo Goudreau 
(1974 - 1986) was named Administrator. Following the death of Father 
Nelligan in 1974, a building fund drive wa tarted with the unveiling of plans 
for our present church. Ground breaking took place on October 14, 1974. The 
first Mass was celebrated on June 15, 1975, but dedication of the newly built 
church was held on August 20. Father Goudreau was named Pastor in 
December 1975. A new rectory, convent, and social action building were 
constructed through the efforts of Father Goudreau. He was also instrumental in building the Stella Maris 
House with the Rockland Knights of Columbu , which wa dedicated on October 12, 1984. 

Rev. Christian E. Roy became our next pa tor (1986 - 1991). He developed the Bible Study Program, 
helped organize the Area Interfaith Outreach Program and opened St. Michael' Mission in Waldoboro. 

Father Philip A. Tracey became the parochial vicar under Fr. Roy and continued under Fr. Gilbert until 
his transfer to Bangor. 

Rev. Valmont R. Gilbert (1991 - 1999) became the pastor in 1991. Fr. Gilbert built the Sacred Heart 
Center, started the Education Trust, installed tained gJa window , and made many improvements to the 
cemeteries and the churches. He was frequently assisted by the retired Father Robert Martel. Due to bad health 
Fr. Gilbert retired in 1999. 

The Most Reverend Bishop Joseph Gerry appointed Father Mark Reinhart (who was the first priest to 
be ordained at St. Bernard 's) as administrator, and then in 2000 he wa named pastor. Father Mark has 
continued with the improvements and renovations to the parish since his arrival. His vitality and sense of 
humor have been a great addition to our parish. We hope he will have a long and successful tay with us. 
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