


During his administration of St. Bernard’s on Park Street, Father Goudreau endeared himself to the
hearts of all in the parish, including countless numbers of our Protestant friends for his untiring efforts. It was
under Father Goudreau’s direction that the beautiful shrine of Our Lady of Fatima was erected on the church
lawn (years later to be moved to its present site behind the rectory on the hill at 150 Broadway). At that time
the church and rectory were completely renovated, as well as the St. James’ Church in Thomaston and Our
Lady of Good Hope Church in Camden. However, it will be for the spiritual development of the Parish of St.
Bernard’s that Father George Goudreau will be long remembered.

Father Bennett died suddenly on October 16, 1958, and Father George Goudreau remained
Administrator until February 1959, when he was appointed to duties at the Cathedral in Portland. Rt. Rev.
Msgr. H. Boltz (1959) filled in until Rev. David P. Surette (1959 - 1965) was appointed new pastor. He came
from The Holy Family in Greenville, where he had been Pastor for 12 years. Although in Rockland for a short
time, Father Surette demonstrated that he was of the same caliber as the other pastors who had preceded him.

Rev. Father Leopold Nicknair came here on June 14, 1958, as curate under Father Surette. He was
appointed Chaplain of Limerock Council No. 136 of our Knights of Columbus, to succeed Father George
Goudreau.

From (1966 -1974) Rev. William J. Nelligan became Pastor. During his tenure plans were formulated
for a new church and parish hall to be built at the present site at 150 Broadway. Our present parish hall was
built prior to the construction of the new church.

In 1973, because of the illness of Father Nelligan, Rev. Leo Goudreau
(1974 - 1986) was named Administrator. Following the death of Father
Nelligan in 1974, a building fund drive was started with the unveiling of plans
for our present church. Ground breaking took place on October 14, 1974. The
first Mass was celebrated on June 15, 1975, but dedication of the newly built =
church was held on August 20. Father Goudreau was named Pastor in
December 1975. A new rectory, convent, and social action building were
constructed through the efforts of Father Goudreau. He was also instrumental in building the Stella Maris
House with the Rockland Knights of Columbus, which was dedicated on October 12, 1984.

Rev. Christian E. Roy became our next pastor (1986 - 1991). He developed the Bible Study Program,
helped organize the Area Interfaith Outreach Program and opened St. Michael’s Mission in Waldoboro.

Father Philip A. Tracey became the parochial vicar under Fr. Roy and continued under Fr. Gilbert until
his transfer to Bangor.

Rev. Valmont R. Gilbert (1991 - 1999) became the pastor in 1991. Fr. Gilbert built the Sacred Heart
Center, started the Education Trust, installed stained glass windows, and made many improvements to the
cemeteries and the churches. He was frequently assisted by the retired Father Robert Martel. Due to bad health
Fr. Gilbert retired in 1999.

The Most Reverend Bishop Joseph Gerry appointed Father Mark Reinhart (who was the first priest to
be ordained at St. Bernard’s) as administrator, and then in 2000 he was named pastor. Father Mark has
continued with the improvements and renovations to the parish since his arrival. His vitality and sense of
humor have been a great addition to our parish. We hope he will have a long and successful stay with us.
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